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NARRATIVE OF THE BATTL!i! OF SOOK DOUG 
,0 JUNE 1966 

INTRODUCTION .(U) 

Tho 271st Viet Con~ 1~in Force Regiment was de~eated on 30 June 
1965, ncar the village of SROK DONG in one of the classic engJ.zcments 
of the Vietnam conflict. In continuing their efforts to repel the 1st 
Intant~J Division from the EL P~~O II area of operations, the VC 
attelO1pted to ambush Troops B a.~d C, 1~_~9-~?_a.9.!oon. 4.~1L9..~~~~1.'Y &i1,d 
Comp:-ny 0, 2d Bnttalion. 18th Infantry. As Ii consequence, the 271st 
Regimen·t sufl'eredheavr 10sses--and-liE-,s soundly defeated. 

BACKGROUND (U) 

Operation EL pAso II commenced on 2 June 1966 when intelligence 
indicated that three Viet Cong and one North Vietnemese regiments we~e 
poised to resume their "Monsoon Campai.gn" by attacking GVli and U.S. 
Specia.l Forces compounds in IJtINH TH.l'.NR, HOll QU.tUJ, LOC ~Tnm, a.nd :30NG B·3. 
Because of this threat, Commanding General, II Field Force, Vietnam, 
directed one infantry and one artillery battalicn be deployed -00 1-0C 
NDm to stre..~bthen the defenses in this' area. Subsequently, adilj.tional 
elements were deployed by CG 1st Div until by mid-June the majority of 
the di\~sion was operating throughout BINH LONG and PHU0C LONG Provinces. 
1st lnfant~'Y Division troop dispositions as of 300600 June are indicated 
on attached map 1 Ii Two significant engag-ements had been fou,~ht with 
the VC pl.~orto 30 June. On 8 June, Troop A (+), 1st Squadron, 4th 
Cavalr"J ha.d spoiled an ambush on Route 13, set by the 212d VC Uain 
Force Reciiment while passing through TAU 0, an area between CHON ~llPJ{H 
and HON QU1\N. ';Jhen the 4-hour engagement ended, the VO had lost 105 
KIA (-eO) with an 'addi tional' 250 probably killed. The ,second signifi
c;mt enlo,,jemcnt inv0:::' ved elements of the 2d Battalion, 28th Infantry 
and ·cr.lt'} forces in the Dattle of Loo NINK Plantation on 11 June·1966. 
One ·battalion of' 'lihe 213d Main Force Regiment was emplaced in trenches 
and heavily ..fortified bunkers,. but aft~r massive artille:r:y and mortar 
fire and air strikes, the positions were overrun. 10 losses were 98 
K;A (,BC) and 150 KIA (Probable). . 

For nbout two weeks the 2d Battalion, 18th InfantrY'Vli'bh the 
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1st SqUadron. 4th:'Cavalry (-) had the mission of securing the division 
base at :.W.:\N LOI and the HON· C~lJ/1N' ,airfield. From 8 June, the cav~ry 
squadron h;-d been performing reconnaissance to the east, south, south- ~ 
west. and 1;0 the north lind ted by the destroyed bridge on Hou·te 13 i 
at·XT 122973. In coordination with ARVN forces ~he benks of the I 
stream vere prepared to permit emplacement of an 8.rlIlored vehicle 1_ •... 
launched bridge (AVLB) just to the left of the one that had been .' 
dam~ed~ J~l operation was planned in conjunction with the emplacement 
of tho AVLB, to comcence on 30 June. The squadron plan was submitted t . 
to Lt' Col Herbert IJIcCh:z:ystal, CODUnonding Officer, 2d Batte~ion, 10th I".' 

_ InfantrJ, and was approved for operations in the area indicated o! 
maps 2 and 3. The mission assigned to Lt Col Leonard Lewane, r 
Commanding Officer, 1st Squadron, 4th Caval:z:y, was actually threefold. r 
First the squadron (-) was to cross Check Point GOLDEN GATE. (AVLB) f 
and proceed north along Route 13 conducting a recor.naissallce. in foree. f. 
Troop C tms to operate in area of o pero.ti on B '311:8ALL while B '2roop I' 
would lllitially operate in POOTBALL and later in T~iNIS. Second, B i 
Troop, in conjunc.tion with operatipns in· 'll~:rnIS, would escort an I i 
engineer scoop 'loader from LOC NINH,back to Check Point GOLDJilN' GATE. ,: 
Third, the operation was to deceive the enemY as to the actual area ,.:. 
in which the division was planning to operate in the near future. 
Both troops were to close back into BON Q,U.tlN bY' 1930 on 30 June. 

~RA:+''fi Ni J YiA R ;g"BRV1~ CL)i"SSIFIED BY ~t:c¢c'L.~ Y I. 
~ ;aefl.·~~!'!Im kEf. 12 ¥mARS SUBr TO GEN DEC!.i\SSIF;rj:ATiON SCHEDULE J 

REGRADED TO' 
,,)F EXECU'TI~~ CRD~:H llC;C':L AUTOMATICALLY i' 
>OWNGRADt.LJ AT TvVO~YEAR INTERVALS, 
~LASSIFIED 31 Dec 7~ 
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Troop B would have one platoon ot C Comp~-, 2d Battalion, 18u6 
lntantxY attached, while the remainder'ot C Company would move with 
C Troop. The 2d Battalion, 18th Intcntry maintained B COml)&ny' on 
alert as the rapid reaction torce. \(i th tina1 planning comp1e'l;e!i, 
the. ope~ation would begin on 30 June. 

. The vegetation in the area ot the contact is wooded on both 
" o~~: •• ~: •. sides. of. ··the · .. road .. ;. The .only 'Il<>P~ areas are rice paddies, some stream 

_ .... -._. 11it&1J-;--·ud."'Smal:l ~~_.~.~~.~", ther.P is adequc.te concealment due 
.to the chest-high grass. There are heavily torested are~s as indi-' 
cated on map 3 and the sketch maps, with the trees 150 - 200 feet 

•• high. Although movement in the (;ras's is difficult to observe from 
the ground~ it can be observed from the air except where the t.errain 
is heavily forested. The chest-high grass comes up to the shoulders 
of the road. The weather at the time of contact W&8 clear and hot. 

'!'BE BATTLE OF SROK DONG (U) 

On 30 June, Troop B, 1 st Squad::t"on, 4..~h Cavalry, vi th attached 
1st Platoon, C Company, 2d Battalion, 18th 1n£~try and AVLB section 
departed the squadron perimeter at 'HON QUAN enroute to Check Point 
GOJ,DEH GA'1'E. The column was located at the bridge site by 0859 hours. 
Troop Cwas to depart HON QU~ at 0730 with C Company (-). However, 

:."~. this. column was delayed until Troop C could reoraanize after the 
-.. .... search operation ·conducted until 2400 ho.urs the 'previous night. At 

0910, the column crossed GOLDEN GATE with B Troop leading and pro
ceeded north on Route 13 to the operational areas specitied in the 
order. Upon arri,,-al at Chec.k Point 1, the 3d Platoon with the :pl-".toon 
of infantry turned east and conducted a reconnaissance to the' tord at 
Check Point 2. Due to the depth of the tord,the platoon retraced 

.. the ro~te to Check Point 1, turned north on Route :1 3, passed through 
. the 1st Platoon, and continued north. Order ot march was now 3d Pla
toon with attacht-ld infantry, Tro9P Command Group, 2d Platoon, and 
1st Platoon. . 

f.-"''''~~-' ...... ~OP .. C. tu~~4...west at Check Point 1 'and' proceeded to the first 
-""--~"'Sweam.-Thu.e , m.Q~~ • .pJl.ffii~~Z. ten infantry-men, and the 3d Platoon 

remained at Check Point 1 an~ es-fab1ish'&d a perimeter. ~e mo;otarB 
were laid west to support the' ·ti-oop~ As C' T~oop moved west, they 
fianked the road on both' sides. Atter. crossing the stream, the 
~antr.r dismounted and dep1qyed. 
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At about 0938 hours when the lead p~rsoime1 carrier "ot D Troop, 

mOving . north on Rout'e 13 toward LOC Nnm~ ~eached a point about mid-. 
'Wtq across the rice paddy (sketch map 1), it began X'eceiving mortar, 
sma!l 'azr~s and recoilless ritle tire and appeared to be the only one 
engaged. 1st ·Lieutenant. James P. Flores, B Troop Com.'Ilander\ ~ould 
see' the mortar roWlds bursting from his position in the. column about 
800 meters to the rear of the lead vehicle. He immediatelY called 
Col Levane, who 'WaS over the area in an OH-13 helicopter. ~~he 3d 
Platoon then reported receiVing he~v;v fire from the north alld north
west. A prep1anned airstrike vas currentlY in' progress vicinity 
~ 7499, vhich.Col L~ane diverted to XU 721018 at. Lt Flores' request. 
Lt Flores then called the 2d Platoon forward and deployed thelil around 
the 3d Platoon. The 2d Platoon brought their two tanks and one from 
the 1st Platoon forward. By this time all but' one tank and a 'person
nel carrier ·of the 3d Plato'on had 'retumed to Check Point ·1 vi th 
wounded. and to replenish ~ition. Ail platoons were nov in con
tact on both sides 'of t~e road, with the heaviest volume of fire 

. co~ trom the west. " . . • . . . i I • • 
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Tho Viet COD.1 hed set up the ambush in the shape of an "L", with 
a heav,y oecurity element crossing the road along the trail north of 
the paddy'. The loG's piled at random to the e~t of Check Point 3 
afforded Good protection and some of the recoilless riflea uere 
probably located here. Mortars were reported by a forward air con
troller in the woods to the north of the vill~e. Tqe ambush extended 
tor about 2000 meters, but with the exception of a security eleLlent 
to the northec.st of Check Foint 1; the eastern side of the road was 
11Jhtl1 defended. The va appeared to be lined'up all along the ~est 
01de ot the road with the heavy weapons about 150 meters from the road 
in the heaviest vegetation. The va were wearing a variety of khaki, 
black, and &reen uriifo~. One strong point had been established by 
the VC in vicinity XU 722007. The recoilless rifles caused the most 

.troublo,' and were also the most, difficult to locate. Durina the first 
30 minutca of the contact, the enemY' concentrated on knockin~ out the 
tanks. .'\11 four B Troop t~s were disabled from hits on the tank 
commander1s cupola,and subsequent wounding of the crew. 

The 1st Pl::toon"of B Troop' was carryint; the wounded to GOLDIDI 
GATE with an intermediate aid s~D.tion set up at Check Point 1. They 
also helped with the establishment of a s'trong point at Check Point 
1. Because the incoming fire at Check Point 1 was so intense, Dust Off 
aircrdtpould not land so the squadron S-3 set-up the :i)ust Off LZ at 
GOLDm{ GATE and wounded were collected at Check Point 1 and then 
moved-south. ' 

Troop B concentrated on laying down a hea~ base of fire to the 
west. ° Airstrikes which had been continuous from the initial 
strike, tIere being plr..cedto the north and west. Artillery" was, 
attacking targets on the east of Route 13 and armed UH-1B 1s and CH-47's 
were m~cing firing passes north and south on the areas iwnediately 
adjacenf to the road.' \1hen the 1st Platoon reported receivin~ fire 
at Check Point'1,"it appeared to Lt Flores that the va were attempting 
to cut him off frcm Check Point 1. ' An aimtrike was immediately 
called in and, the fire slacker).ed at this location. The remaining 
elements': a.t the :head of the column 'were still receiving heavy fire 
trom all types ot weapons and Lt Flores c&lled requesting C Troop 
come up and help. 

, , 

When the first contact was 'reported, Captain Stephen Slntter,y, 
C Troop Commander, ordered the infantrY .to mount up and prepar~ to 
move back to Check Point 1, establish a'strong point, and be prepared 
to assist B Troop. The 3d Platoon had been receiving some light f~re 
,~t Check Point 1~ but when the other platoons arrived at this locat~~n, 
the fire became more intense. Several of the infantry riding on the 

. ",' 'personnel carriers were hit as mortar rounds started fD~ling into 
the area. Capt Slattery' ordered the platoons to deploy and push ,out 
the pe~~meter, primarily to the no~h. The 3d Platoon was operating 
northWest of the crossroads, 1st Platoon east, and 2d Platoon west 

. and SOl.lth\7est. " The mortars had been re-laid to fire to the north. 
Check Point l' was becoming very' jammed with C Troop' maneuvering and 
vehicles returning'with B Troop wounded. Check Point 1 continued to 
receive heavy small arms fire with most of it coming f"rom ties"1; of the 
%Oad. 1brtar and recoilless fire was being answered with a heavy 
volume of 50 caliber fire from the personnel cnrriers at the road 
junction. Col Levane calle,d and ordered C Troop to push north and 

'relieve the pressure on B Troop. The 3d Platoon'was finally able to 
start moving north with the tank from 2d Plat'oon. About 200 meters 
from Check, Point 1" the tank was hit in the turret and the cOmIil8.11der, 
Sergeant f~lison, and the loader were seri~usly wounded. They 'were 

.. pulled tmm the tank and evacuated. The'tank continued north. The 
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C Troop c.olumn consisted of tlle 2d Platoon, 1st Platoon, and Troop 
Command Group (sketch map 2). The 3d Platoon, C Company (-), and 
mortars remained at the crossroads. Intense fire was received all 
the w~. to B Troop's position, but a heavy base of fire was main-' 
tained by the personnel carriers and the tank. The brush t70B so 
thick and close on both· sides of the road, grenD-des nere jus'l; tossed 
over the sides of the vehicles. About 600 meters after the first 
hi t, the tank was hit again, but the driver kept going even though 
the gunner, Sergeant Riddle vas wounded and evacuated. When the 
Troop C column arrived at the tail of the B Troop position,' L'b lI'lores 
said to ti0 farther north and fire to the west. The 1st and 2d Pla
toons moved up and deplo~ed as best as they could since they were 
confined to the area immediately left and right of ·the road. Fire 
was directed east and west with the heaviest volume to the "lest • 
. Col Lel1a.lle ordered C Troop to hold at this point until D 'rx:oop could 
be extracted and move south.. The C Troop tank went . almost ,to the 01 
grid line before it turned around and came back. Three men from the 
2d P1atoo~'joined Sergeant Uilson in the tank ends! though porrer to 

·the turret. lias gone, they succeeded in getting the gl..1n bearinG to 
the north~ . and northwest. Sixty munds were fired be~ore the aml'll'LU'li-

'tion V&8 e;xnausted. The tank was t~en moved.lalong side a d~sabled 
B Troop tank and the arnmuni tion transferred. - va could be seen jumping 
around but didn't appear to be withdra~g. Artillery ',1as firing 
north and east and airstrikes were being concentrated on the T/est, but 
appeared to be too far west. Captain Slattery asked 'Col Lenane to 
move them in closer and the next strike came ,in south to north vith 
CBU which landed ~ery close to the road. 

With the arrtval of C Troop, Lt Flo.res pulled all the' rElmaining 
elements of B Troop back to Check Point 1, to regroup, rea~, and 
establish a block along the road wes t from Check Point 1. \lhen the 
first.lifts of A Company, 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry wer~ approaching 
the LZ, Lt Flores pulled back. Troop B remained. at Check Point. 1 for 
about 40 I,Unutes to rearm and get the wounded &ld dead back to r.:·OLDEN 
GATE. The 'next' 30 minutes were taken. to move the 1 at and 2d Pl.:~toons 
down the road to'block~ The 3d Platoon handled the evacuation of 

. wounded (sketch map 3). . . . 

Lieutenant Charles D.Cole with the 3d Platoon of C Troop had been 
handling casual ties between the fomard elements and GOLD~i GAT.i1l. He 

. loaded C Company on the personnel carriers and moved to the· head of 
the COlumnl. After the infantry were dropped, the 3d Platoon deployed 

'west of 'the road while the 2d Platoon moved ofr'to the east .i·n an 
attempt to push'the va out onto the LZ (sketch map 4). Lt Colels 
platoon 111 t a va strong point. He was hit. in the chest m.id s,everal 
others Vlere wounded before they could pull back. The mechanized flame 
throwertTi'th Lieutenant John K Lyon's 1st Pl<:toon assisted in the 
extraction of 3d Platoon. As the infantry began to land on LZ 2 

. and C Com9any began to deploy, the fire sleckened. Fire from the 
personnel carriers 'was directed more to the vest. The va started 
wi thdrmtill() and many were killed as they jumped to run through the 
high grass. 

Att.er-...a.-delq of a:bout 30 minut.es....caused by enemy fire -received 
from both sides of the road, B Troop was occupying their blocking 
posi tion. Ini tial'ly, the head ot the column halted Just Vlest of the 

.. stream until information was receive~ that a reinforced ARVN iLPC 
troop would assist. The block was then extended to about the 70 N-S 
grid li11e. From the blocking'posi tion, VC could be Been wi thdra;r-ling 
along tli'e'trail thp.t parallels the road and were t~en under f;i.re. 
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Troop C established 'a perimeter along Route 13 until the 
'-infantry started making the sweep. .By 1530 contac,t aloncr the road 
'.~had practically ceased and the personnel moved into the brush to 
search for dead and wounded VC and weapons. The 3d Platoon, B Troop 
retu~ed to the blocking position with the Aero Rifle Platoon of, D 

. Troop. Dy 1700 ·movemen t had ceased and the two troops remained in 
position,the remainder of the d~. 

REACTION (U) 

For a week prior to 30 June 1966, B'Company~ 2d.Battalion, 18th 
:Int~nt~ had been maintained on a 30 minute alert as·a rapid reaction 
' .. force and was in this posture at the time B Troop made conJ~act. \lben 
it became obvious that both troops and the attached rifle company 
were heavilY' engaged, 'B Company was alerted for probable. deployment. 
Two questions had to be answered first; how they would be employed 
and by what means' of trcnsportation. All helicop,ters were fully, 

•. comJnitted on other missions. Twelve 3/4 ton trucks \vere collac·ted 
.. from the various units'in the vicinity of the battalion comm&ld post 
~at QUAN LOI,'and B Company was prepared to move prior to their arrival • 

. '. At 1026 hours the helicopters supportin5 the 1st Battalion, 28th Infan
tr,r in the SONG BE area were diverted to QU~\N LOI, but by 1040 hours 
had not arrived. Company Bdeparted by vehicle for the squadron com
~d post at HON QUAN, and at 1105 passed to control of Col Lawane. 

'Beween 1015 and 1020 hours, A Company, 2d Battalion, 18th ~'~
tr.r was alerted, pulied off 'the perimeter, 'and instructed to be on 
the airfield in the event helicopters became available. Company A 
was assembled on the airfield by 1100 hours. General DePuy called e Col J.icChrystal to the division command post abou·t 1040 hours· to be 

~ briefed on what had happened in his battalion •. General DePuy made 
the decision to divert 12 helicopters from SONG BE. All ,helicopters 
closed '~he Q.UllN LOI airfield at 1130 hours. Col Lewane was informed 
of the current status of- Companies A and B and ·asked where and how he 
wished to deploy them. A command and control helicopter arrived for 
Col lIcChrystal and he and the battalion S-3 went forward fora 
reconnaissance. 

Col Levane had selected two landing zones; LZ 1 in the rice pad~ 
t on the east of Route 13 (XU 727012) and LZ 2 across the road. He 
t decided on the latter with the direoti'on of attack south. At 1145, 

Col Lel1mle was informed that the first lift of A Company was loaded. 
The company commander was briefed that he would land on LZ 2; he 

. should operate his radio on the squadron frequency; and he was under 
control of the squadron commander. TheLZ was prepared.by air strikes 

: and artillery and then was marked with smoke from Col McChrys tal ~ s 
'. aircraft.· A Company closed in two lifts. 

.. . Company· B proceeded north on Route 13 toward CP GOLDEN G.,\'j:E. 
Upon arrivD~ at that location, the company would be moved into the' 
battle area by helicopters or personnel carriers. 14ajor Taylor 
landed at the bridge and discovered there were a number of. wounded 
requiring evacuation by Dust Off helicopters and tl\e pick-up ZOlle 
would become too congested with assault helicopters landing there
also. - An-alternate Pl.CK-upzone-·was--selected atXT 734967 and-the 
road column of B Company was diverted to this': loca·tion. Coml1any B 
then made an airmobile as saul t' into LZ 2 utilizing four lif'~s of five 

~ aircraft. A command group from the 2d Battalion, '18th Infantr,y had 
\f been prepared. for lift after B Comp.':llY had closed the LZ,.' As one 

helicopter in the l~t lift of B Company landed, it apparently 
struck a dud CBU b~mblet. ·All personnel cleared the damaged Silip 
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bet~re it "<lao consumed by fire. Col McChr,ystal landed "i th n Com
,;. pan;y, . an~ assumed command of Companies A and B. Col ·LeY1e.ne flas 
, informed otthis and that the battalion (-). vaS attaclci~ in the 

dire.c1;ion, he had s.pecifi ed. . . . 
. As the companies started pUShing' south, B flae west of 'noute' 13 

and A to their right (sketch map 5). Company A met,resistanoe about 
200 meters south of the LZ' while B Company was mopping up the remaining 
elements ot the ~e~ just to the vest of Route 13. About 300 meters 
south of ·the LZ, B Company uncovered C Troop and C Company (-). At 
this' time, Col McChr,ystal assumed command of these elemen'ts.' COral)any' 
C was ordered to reorganize and search the immediate area, \lhi1e C 
Troop waR to reorganize, recover disabled tanks and persoru~e1 carriers, 
and sup~ort from Route 13 as Company B continued sweeping sou"Gh and 
A Comp~~ southvrest. Company B ceased to meet resistance by the time 
they ha.~, ~)rogressed about 800 meters from the LZ. However, A Company 

.met stiff resistance alona the creek, vicinity XU 115005 (sketoh map 6). 
The Viet Cong had established a strong combat ~utpost line east and 

.. west ot tlle creek. Company A sustained a few vlounded •. Since no' 
headway uas being made, C Company was committed'; on the righ'i; flank 
of A Company. The link .. up :waS made by 1615 and the strength of the 
we c'omp'a.nies forced. the VC out of' their positions~' Dust ort ·was 

. completad and the sweep continued south to the blocking positions 
held b~ D Troop and the flRW torces. 

" . 
At 1600, Col Berry, tst Brigade :Commander; landed"and direo'ted 

the, 2d Battaliqn, 18th Infantry, to assem~le' at LZ 2 and' beoome the 
brigade reserve. The Units. returned to' an assembly area; jus't' south 
of the. L~ in the order D~' 'A, and C Company, where the battalion· 
remained o·,emi~ht. The reconnaissance' plc.'..toon; and mortar platoon 
of .the battalion were flotm in' at 1100. Three ambush sites' \lere 
established on the s'outh~' southwest, and the trest, but no enell\Y 
aoti vi ty ""as experien,oed during the night. . 

During the time the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry was prepe~ 
for deployment, the 1st Brigade Commander was alerted at 1003 to ' 
move one infantry battalion and the brigade, TAC CP 'in that order to 

.. QUAN tot. The 1st Battalion, 2d Infantry oommenced the move' at 1234 
hO}lr8 uain[£ C-123 and CV-2 airoraft. The brigade olosed the airfield 

. ,at, QU~JI r~ot at 1530. At 1622, the 1 at Battalion, :2d Infan'i;1"J'" commenced 
. an', airmobile assault' into LZ BLUE, (map'. 2) and by about 1115 had' 

. olosed illtO the area and beganstTeeping eastWard. 

Shortly arter the .oontaot was reported, the BINH LmTG: Provinoe 
Chief.~rrered units immediately available to him for support ot· the 
1st Inf.£Ilr'liry Division. The 3d Troop, 1st Cavalry, ARVN, ·with '20 .'\PCls 
reintoroecl vith the 3d Company, 1st Battalion, 9th Re;3iment, .!iliVN, 
were at·~ached to the 1st Squadron,_ 4th CavalrJ. 'At 1100 hours the 
U.S. Ad~riaor reported to the 1st Infantry Di'lision'Q-3 for'a ndssion. 
He was directed to' immediately prooeed north on Route 1; to.linkup 
with U.~. elements at Check Point 1 •. This was aocomplished and the 
blockil~:~ position established at approximately 1300 hours (sketoh map 
5). The 9th ReGiment had one other oompany immediately ayailab1a for 
·operations uhioh moved to seoure the bridge at Cheok l'oint GOJI)I'.1N' GATE.' 
The Re(,rl.onal Force companies were seouring the road between the bridge 
anel HON'(lUAN'. One oompany of the 9th Regiment··was called beck ·trom 
an operation south of QUAN LOI as. a possible esoort for the'Dlove'of 
an artil~ery battery north on Route 13. 

- . 

At about 1100 hOUrS, two Clm oomp~iea were s'ent iroIll': LOC ,NINll 
and .. sumed·blocking positions north of the battle area. . 
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The 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry was ordered at 1020 hours to 
move froDI SONG B~ to QUAlT LOI. The battalion closed at I~U_.l{ LOI at 
1620 and A Battery, 2d Battalion, 33d Artillery moved b~1" 00-47 from 

.. SONG BE, closing at 2245. This battery was moved to LZ BLUJ (map 2) 
at 1115 hours, 1 July. " 

At 1420 hours, the 1st Battal·ion, 16th Infantr:r was ordered to 
te%minate its operation, retur.n to LAl KHE and prepare for movement 
on order. At 1430 2d Battalion, 16th Infant~ was ordered to move 
one compmlY from the 2d Brigade Base Camp to PHUOC rom and the bat
talion (-) to LAI I<HE. The 1st Battalion, 16th Infantr:r closed into 
LAl KHE at 1715 and the last of C Company, 2d Battalion, 1 $th Infantxy 

. was on the way to' ·PHUOC VINH in· fixed wing aircraft by 1813. 
. 

The 2d Battalion, 2d Infantry oommenced moving from L.:'i,l I:H:fl: at 
1600 hours utilizing C-123 and CV-2 aircraft. All elements of this 
'battalion had closed into QUAN LOI at 1710. 

1 - 2 JULY (U) 

On 1 July, follow 'uP. action, continued against remnants of the 
271st VC Regiment. The 1st Battalion; 2d Infantry secured LZ BLUE 

'as Battexy A, 2d Battalion; 33d Artillery was-lifted by CH-47 to. 
support future operations'. Company C remained to, secure the LZ while 
the remainder ot the battalion maved to seize the bridge at ZT 683998, 
link .up tl1 th the 1 st Squadron. 4th Cavalry (-); and with B Troop 
proceed to Objective 1 (;~ 698027). Troop C joined Comp~ C, 1st 
Battalion, 2d Infantry at LZ BLUE. 

The 1 st Batt81ion, 28th Infantry conducted an airmobile as saul t 
into LZ ~R;mT eXT 61699·5) at 1000 hours. The battalion moved to secure 
Objectiye ::1.\3EB..'1,LL· eXT 623996), lett one comp~ in blockin:~ positions; 
and prooeeded to vicinity ot XU 721021 to conduct a search of. the 
battle area of the previous day. Light contact was made w:ith small 
groups of ve.· . ' 

The 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry continued to search the battle 
'area 8.L"ld unoovered numerous shallow graves and addi tiona! VC bodies. 

, At 1600 hours. the battalion conducted an airmobile assault on LZ PINK 
.~ (XU 592025) and occupied positions tor the night as shotm on OYerlq 1. 

. Co~ ... 'l. made contact with the VC and Comp~ C and Recon Platoon were 
sent to reinforce. Mortar and small arms tire was received until con
tact vas broken at 2030 hours. At 0545 hours 2 July, the ove~i~t 
positions of A Company, C Comp~, and Recon Platoon, TTere talcen under 
fire by ve automatic weapons and mortars. The '11-0 then launohed a 
series of five assaults from all directiOns, but the attack was 
countered by fire support from artillery, gun ships, and tiGhter 
bombexs. A total of 61 sorties were flown by USAF fighter bombers 
and included close air support by three flights using SKY SPOT (radar 
bombin£i) techniques. Company B was- moved at 0730 hours to reinforce 
Companies .. \ and C and contact was broken at 0900 houxs. A body oount 
of va ·dead revealed that the attacking 3d Battalion, 273d va V~ 

.Force· Re:;'iment sutfered the loss of 78 killed. 

At 0710 hours, the 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry moved from over
night positions ,to support the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantr-,f. Link-up 
was made at 0930 hours and both battalions searohed the a:r:ea around 
the defensive perimeter. The 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry then.: 
continued north toward LZ BOSE (XU 5904) but made: no contaot. 
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The 1st Battalion, 2d Infantry, '1Dinus C CompSllY' at the artillery' , \ 
, 'base, assembled on Route 13 and was he1i1ifted into LZ llID (:.:u 657050 ), t 
, closing at 1320 hours. This LZ and adjacent LZ \/HITID (XU 657037) 
"'ere seoured by Troops B and C, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry and 'attached I' ..• 
ARVN APO troop and rifle ,company. 

0" '.. I, ., . 
, ' 

The 2d Battalion, 2d'Infantr,y was he1i1ifted into LZ PliTK and 
'_ .relieved the 2d Battalion, 1.8th Intantr.r which retumed to control 

of 1st Infantry Division at 1530. During the night the 2d Battalion, ~ 
'- 241 Ini'mltry came under mortar attack which appeared l[!ter to have r 

been a co~er for the withdrawal of the VC to the south~est and north-
west. A sweep of the area was made with only minor contact. 

. . t..'· . .-": ~ . 

FIRE SUPFORr (U) , 

At the time B Troop made contact, a preplanned air stri1;:e was in 
progress vicinity XT 7499. The aircraft had commenced droppincr CBU . 
at the time Col Lewane notified the forward air controller (FAC) that 
,the armored column was ,in contact. The pilot pulled out of his 
southeast to northwest direction of flight and brought his airoraft 
d.wn th~ \Test side of ~oute 13, eXpending the remainder of his CBU, 
Napalm, and 20mm. A large group of va were seen running east along 
'the trail north of the rice paddy. The hext flight concentrated on 
the logs at Check Point 3 and the trail. A second FAC arrived about 
1030 and started working along the trail. Col Levane requested the 
area alol13 Route 13 about 300 meters from the road be hit, houever, 
the troop commanders requested it be moved closer to the road. 
During the dash of Lt Cole's 3d Platoon forward ~ith the infantry, 
a napalm strike was placed along side the vrest 'of the road ac:!sisting 

. his'movement. Col Lewane called for a preparation on LZ 2, but delayed 
the actual landing when he was notified that aircraft ~ereon station 
with cnu. This strike was placed from the 00 grid line to the LZ. 
After the LZ preparation, air strikes were directed to the Vlest to 
oover trails on which VU were wi thdra~ing in groups of from 5 to 15. 

. Napalm s'i:;r1kes we;re placed ahead of the advancing 2d, Battalion, 18th 
.. Infantry. 

. ' . From the iriitial preplanned strike,. 'olose air. support 'VIIlS oon-
tinuous and unlimited. A total of 88 sorties were flown as fol~ows, 

A4 .'24 
'F100 '. 40' 
A1 - 10' (WAF) 

. F5 - 6 
F4 - 8 

Ordnance expended included. 

High Explosive - 42., 'tons 
Napalm' - 48 . tons 
cnu - 11.5 tons 
Rookets • - 160 

". 
", 
" 

" 

I'· 

',r' 

.. 
'. 

. ,/.' There was a Udnimum of' one FAC on' station at all times. ~l'hese 
.! FACs llere in constant communication with either the squadron commander, 

.. ' ,'i S-3, or troop commanders •. 

~iller,r direct support'was provided b.1 Batter,r'B (155mm) and 
Batter,y.D (8"), 8th Battalion, 6th Arti1ler,r located at HON QUIU[ 
(XT 162891). Batter" B fired 548 rounds and Batte~ D fired 271 
from the time contaot was made until about 1900 hours. 
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De£cnsi?e concentrations had been plotted along the route which 

£aci1i tated zround obsarvers with the colw:m to call for fire. HO\7ever, 
most of the missions \7ere adjusted by air observers. \/ithin minutes 
atter contact began, an air observer was over the battle area. Fire 
was most int~se from.the northeast and north~est and artiller,y vas 
fired on the trail north of the rice pad~. These fires were shifted 
to the flooded area north of SROK DONG. Col Lewane then directed that 
arti1le~ would fire to the east of Route 13. This was continued 
until suoh time as he directed that artiller,y be placed as a bloCk 
alonz the streamline to the west. Artiller,y \Vas also used in the 
preparation of LZ 2 and shifted prior to the landing to the uoods on 
the north. Artillery co~tinued to block along the streamline to the 
west atter the infantry deployed. Groups of VC were seen to walle 
into'the fire, lying do\m or getting in holes between volleys. By 
1700, resistance had ended, but. air and artillery continued to inter
dict likelY' assembly areas and rdutes of withdrawal. Interdiction 
oontinued throughout the night~ '.:' 

o •• 

In addition to air and artillery, helicopter ~-unships supported 
the enZ&,1ed units. At 0945 hours an al:med CH-41, GO-GO 154, received 
an ambush reaction mission in support of the armored column. Contact 
was made with Col Lewane at 1000 hours. The pilot was briefed en the 
situation and made an immediate attack on the enemy forces 100 me'ters 
west of Route 13. The first attack was made at 1008 hours using 20mm 
and 50 ,caliber 3"IlllS and 40mm grenades. After the first pass, Col Lewane 
requested that fire be moved to wi thin 25 to 50 meters from the road 
and the second attack was made Using the same weapons. A third pass 
was made using M-18 (1.62 Miniguns) and 50 caliber side and rear guns. 
The MilU:[;'UllS appeared to have little suppressive affect and the air
craft received several hits. . Transmiss ion warning lights, oil :?res
sure, &ld temperature gauges indicated heav,y damage and an immediate 
landinc vas made in the rice paddy east of Route 13. A check indi
oated the aircraft was sate to fly and the aircre£t returned t& 
QU1~ LOl to ascertain the extent of da.mage." At 1130 hours, YUlTG TAU 
was contacted for a replacement aircraft which arrived at 1300 and 
continued attacks on ene~'troops, evacuation routes, assembly areas, 
and close support of elements occupying blocking positions. . 

Operations with armed Chinooks ended at 2015 hoU%S. Numerous 
sorties vere flown by armed UH-1B's both as cover for the &:med· 
Chinooks and against targets selected by Col Lewane. 

RESULTS. (U) 

En~ losses included: 

270 ,KIA (Body Count) 
',00 KIA (Probable) 

7 va Captives 
40'Small Arms "2' Crew Served \leapons 

16" Rounds of ·Ammunition . 

. " 

~) , Friendly. losses are as fol~owsl 

1st Squadmn, 4th Caval~ 

Hq Troop 
:s Troop 
o Troop 

Total 

KIA WIA - - 5 
"7 (1 roi) 3~ 
-2 (2 l?O\') lJ! 
12 55 

~ . .' . 
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. :' .. 2d Battalion, 18th Infant1)" 
. 'f·, 

; ~ 

KIA WIA - 12 A,Company , 1 
B Company 1 10 
C Company ~'(1 DO\l)· .u 

Total 7 '9 
Seven armored personnel carXiers and four tanks were damacred. 

'One personnel carrier and one UH-1D were destroyed. 
tl.· . 

CONCLUS·IO~ (U) 

• 

As the reaction forces continued to search the battle area, con
clusi,,-e evidence was found that th'e 211st va Regiment had been decis-', 
ivelY defeated and again failed'in its asSigned mission to destroy 
U.S. armored forces along Route 1~.· The rout of 211st Reg~ment oan 
be att~buted to several signific~t factsl 

From.. the 'first i~~cation of contact Wltil the va vdthdrel7 in 
'defeat, Lt Col Lewane was in complete command of the situation. ~t 
the time of contact, the squadron was Wlder OPCON 2d Battalion, 18th 
lnfant~~. Because he had complete control of the Situation, subor
dinat~ elements of the 2d Battalion, 13th Infantr,y ~ere placed Wlder 
his cono~rol uhen committed t'o the battle. llbccept for short periods 
ot time ~hen he retur.ned to refuel, he was over the battle area. 
During his absence, he had his S-~ replace him to control the action 

. and coer(linate the fire support. Col Lewane was in constant com
munication ,lith his troop coinmanders, artiller,y observers, forrrard 
air cono~rollers, and gunships. lie coordinated all the fires to 
insure that the m¢mum amount of uninterrupted firepo\ver oouJ.d be 
brought to ~e8r on, the en~ forces. 

. -, 

Lt Col MCChr,ystal's plans for deployment of the rapid reaotion 
torce saved m~ valuable minutes, preventing a ~arber ~umber ot VC 
trom ~ithdrawing. . 

The deoision, of General DePqy to divert helioopters tor the 
litt of 2d Battalion, 18th Infant1)", coupled with the movement ot 
B Comp~~ by vehiole to the pickup zone out to a minimum, the time 
between landii'lg of the two companies. 

Pre~lanned airst~kes were available for diversion to the area 
ot contact and subsequent close air support was oontinuous. There 
was unlimited support with var,ying quantities and types ot o~oe. 

Medium and heavy caliber artille1)" was' available wi thin rancre 
",ot the battle area and rapidly responded to requests for tire by 

Col Lel7ane. 

Troop C was not im tially engaged and was available tor immed
iate reinforoement on Col Lewane's order. 

The tremendous base of fire laid down by the tnnks and personnel 
carriers, ooupled with the tenacity vith which personnel !oujht and 
the outstandi~ leadership given the men, l1ere instrumenotal in o,,-er
oomina the numerically'superior va foroe. As squad and platoon leaders 
were wounded.or killed, assistants immediately assumed oommand so that 
at no time were the troops lacking direotion. 
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A~'Tf..cliED nJ:ilIUir...Y ACTIOn - 30 June 1966 

C~~ndine Officer Troop C 

On 30 June 19~~, T.roop 0 \1.:'.S' as~igned C'. zone recon mission e.s part o£ 
t'. Squ:tdron recon 1.1'1 force operction Eorth of An Loc, RVlJ.. The troop \lC!.S 

t".ssirr.o1ed en opert".tioml ere:,. crener~lly west or h1g11\'~.y 13 "lith the c.::is 
of tLdv:-.nce being tho second.."".rY' ro:.dwt'.y lo:\cling froIil 1311 69 (Coorc1s XT 721 
994) to the west. 

For this opor~tion Company 3 (-) ~18 ~lf~ntry an ~s attachod to Troop 
C. ~~lis forco consistod of 2 riflo platoons (pl.c.toons woro undorstro~lzth 
t".nd conoisted of c.bout 30-33 men), :-. ~loC'.pons pJ:.tOOll (-) of :-.bout 10 mon . 
mld tho comp.~ny ~Iq group. Ono rifle p1..~toon \lCD ctw.ched to Troop B. 

~·!10 inf:'.A"ltry pl~.toons '\olorO lo.."\dod ~.bo:-..rd the 1st ClAd 2d c.rmorec! . 
e~~1ry' p~toons of Troop C. Comp..~y lIq B ~18 rodo "lith tho Troop Ol' group.' 
Tho infantry l1e~pons p1..~toon rode with tho 3d pl..~toon of Troop C. Tho 3d 
pl.~toon C'.lso l~~ C'.t~ched tho troop mort:rs in ~ttory. 

After movinG north on IIighWt'.y 13 end crossing an AVLB onplc.cod at 
cocrdo ~~ 721972 (k.ter lmolm c.o .Goldon ~.te), tho troop r!ovod nortll to 
chock point 1 at m-r 69 and doployed wootl-r.rd. 

The 3d pl.~toon, troop mort.7s C'.nd tho infcn~ \-Ie!'.ponc plr-.toon 
ostnbliohcd a otrOllg poiht at this ro..~d junction (coords XT 722995). 
Tho inft"J1try nt thio locction dionountod C.Dd toeothor \l.ith dismounted 
c:.w,J..ry troopors sot up ground.' EJocurity for tho Jilort.."'.rs and. 3d plc.toon 
APO'a. . 

Tllo tuo inf~ntry pJ.:ttoons C'.nd the 1n!'c.ntry compc.ny Hq rOl!ld.ined Dountod 
t".G tho tro~.p movcc;'!. to tho woot. The inf='-lltry rOJi!ilined mounted :'.0 tho 
e~vnlry p~toonc·~~nouvared in lino ro~~tion on ,either sido ot, tile o~st 
"lOot r"' .... dwy until tho second strer.m \Co croasecl. Tho jungle ~owth thick
oned r-.t this loc:.tien, tho inf~try plc.toons dicmou."ltcd ='-lld aoved 0.11000 ot 
~lu APC's. Juct ~c the recon cd~~co continued Troop B bcccJno eug~god 
\-lith Co l.."'.l"(Ic VC forco. 1'he 3d plr.tooll, Troop C reported recoiving SDr.ll 
Cl"!"'lJ tiro r'. t thio SOLlO t:iJJ.o. 

. i'lle two c1iomclUlted infr'Jltry pl .... toonc :'.lld eomp..~ I!q wore ronountod 
c.lld t:10 trcop atc.rtod it DOVO b:-.elc to BH 69 \d th the lot plr. toon, Troop 
C in tho lo~d. Ac tho troop clos.::d into tho mI69 strong pc1.'lt tho 3d 
p~tC'on \-r.s hc,,-vily on!;::,.gec1 ,,-g~.inst Viot Cong m,'~tcJ:J,."\tic llOCpona firo coning 
frc-,o t:.l0 llort!! cl.ODG b::th sides of thQ road. \Uli to phosphorous jolcrt..~ 
rc'~nds or rino grollL...o.es begc.n to f:-..ll into tho croc. 

Upon :'.rriving c.t tho cross ro..~ds tho infMtry rCL1Cinod mcwltod initi
Colly' but :'..s thoy \-lOro being shot oft tho APC' s the lllfc: 'try CO reC!,'ltestod 
por.mission to dicDcunt. 

1""'e inf:-.ntry diSDlOtlnteu. ruld \-loro eivon inctructiollS tc tom c. peri
DOter L~ tho o~e c.ro~a· assigned to tho co.~lry p1=.toon 0='1 which thoY' \lore 
riding. Tho 3d plc. toon, 1roop C "r1 th troop Ilort.."'.1"S shifted to tho north, 
toot tho m~ cCr':'.er of tho 1ntorsoetion:, tho 1st pl...~toon tho l-lE ,,-nd the 24 
pl...~toon tho south sido of tho soecnCa.r)T ro:-:.d in both sideD "f high'~Y' 13. 
Ho"-V7 !neoDing firo continued and n~ous 1n£cntry \-IOrO woundod. 

1 
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I cew t!lO 1.1'lf:".:ltry ccnp..~ny FO zot hit by ~ \,hi to phc sphorous rCWld C'.nd eno 
of thoir pl.~tocn lo:.'.Clorc shot thrqugh tho noel: ~11C.l !dllod c.long ldth 
b1s r~cl1c opor~tor. 

T'.lO troop \1.:'.S thon ordoroc1. tc J'lCIVo nort!! c.long I1ic!l\r.y 13 ~ncl ro1ievo 
prossuro en Tr·.:'op B. T!l.:Jro ~.c no rc.tlio con~et \dth tho infC'.lltry c.t this 
tiDe, llo:-.vy fire ~l..~(~ tilon pinnod clOllll =tnt:. thoro \oIC.S in::mfficiont tino to 
ecnt. .... ct t:.:o inf~ltry .loc..:~ors c·n tho grounl1 fer rolc~c1ing. 1'110 tr -op IlOvocl 
ncrt!l loc.vine oloIlon1is of tho 3d p~':"..toon, tho troop nort.."'.rs n:!Cl tIle; L"'l1'~ltI7 
ec.ttx'~"Y (-) :'.t Bli 69. . . 

k.tvr :-'0 t:!O figLt c.round SOOK Dong quiotod do\m c.r..(1 oofjhor olonouts 
of t:.~ 1/18 Inf'~try boec.n to l..~nd at C'.l1 LZ at coarels XT 721004 tho lst 
pk.tocn: br:ug!lt B 1/18 (-) £orl·l::'.rd tc. tho min ~~ttlo :-'.rO~. (co.-rds JeT 
724009 ) • Tho conp..".Ily then ccno unc!or control cf tho CO 1/18 Il'..f'~.ntry l1ho 
~ .... t1 just ~rivcd in tho :".r~. Tho inf:-..ntry cOI!IX'JlY' tool~ up iDI'lod1c.to 
positions to tho o~"st :".A"1Cl wast of tho hicll\Jt\y b..~ttlo croc. later tho c~Jl7 
c-:-Di!uctocl Slrooping c.ctirlUS to the vost. 
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lILt niGht" D:.vid !~ 
S:ii'C B-Ilcldey" l1ilJi...~ R. 
SSG HiJ.ls" Ch."!r les H. 
Sgt. ll()l:i.en, Riclr.rd p. 
Sf!';'- "~"''''',-:'''n JOllll D _v ... y'" , 

sp4 Pc.ttcrc 011 , Pl.()nnld P. 
PFC IJc.l"dell, Bobby L. 

SSG I~il1ingsworth, Guy Jr. 
Sr,G Sr.r.ltz, Henry E. 
SSG Ovitt, ~lilli..."'.l;1 C. 
Set Corrier~, A1r.rcd J. 
S:;t Sl:olncl:ovicll, Rich..':'.rd R 
Sgt Kel1O.\1ell, George C. 
S~t Ch:-.rbonnec..u, 'l'homo D. 
Sc;t U::-.rmcr" l;hillip E. 
S:;t Sbi th, Richc..rd 1. 
Sert Ottel1s, ,S:'.!:mel R. 
Sr;t . Bent.ly, John \'1. 
Sgt Fuller, Ui1li...-U:l T. 
Sgt Le~, Curtic T. 
Set eden, George L. 
SpS ~on..':'.c, l~ll'red G. 
Sp4 D:-..vidsOll I::~.rl G. 
Sp4 Joneo, Fred Jr. 
Sp4 l>~~J:or, Bobby J •. 
Sp4 GiJ~crt, Jescu E 
Sp4 Fisher, \1illi .. ".Il D 
}ire i!eytlcre, StephCl1 R. 
prc l::tl1't'idgc, Bobbio' J. 
Pre Connley, J~cs L 

SFC Quijc.no, I!orberto· 
S;'G B~b.~dillo, Victort..no 
SSG Vocteeh, Vbctinil 
Sgt Ivy, Hilli~T:1 C . 
SpS Hudson, J~lCS II Jr . 
S4 B • 1" p' P .:..l::n-1J.n, tlOn.~s . 
Pre Forn.."Uldex, Di..1.; A i 

Pre .I".lc1..~y, Fr:::.nk T. . 

laA 

Koe~, Joseph W 

Troop B 

30,JunQ 66 

DBT a.teh Trp' B 

WL\ -
Pre Bemlott, wc.yno 
Pre Colorr.n, clydo lJ 

UIA -
Sgt Jonos, Clinton 
Pre Uooro, Odio 
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KIA 

Sgt D~i1ey ~ D. 
Sp4 Prediger, Franz G. 
I'\rt SDith6 Danny L. 

Don -
Set rJ()n~, Dennld R 
Pte Racers, Roy R 
~ 

2)tt 0nle, Cl~~les T 
Sst Riddle, Rodger D. 
Scrv ~llison) Joml A. 
Set Kilgore, Billy J. 
Sgt A~Tington, J~ues E. 
Set Vcrn~, Clr.xles E. 
Sp4 Stout, o Dcniel C. 
Sp4 liartr.l'l, Lellis \tl. 
SpL~ Tra.volute, Jru:les R 
Sp4 Cc~llihnn, John J Jr. 
Sp4 Alison, Patti t-I. 
Sp4 Laney ~rry L. 
Sp4 He Clexiil, Ronnld. 
Sp4 Stinson, Cecil E Jr. 
Pre SIJ!th. Aler.;~der I!. 
Pte ~oSotppho~,Poll~y Eo 
?FC l~jtlln, Herrero 11.. 
Pte Tb."!.yer, Ricb.."'!.I'd E 
Pte Holden, Ic.rry .. '1 0 
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am.E 'OF BIQBWA.Y 13 AT :BM 69 

" June 66 XT725030 

Troop B was oonduoting an area reoonnaissance £rom the 'I Golden 
Gate Bridge". We had our m,esion and c.!ter the mett~ ·'rlth the pla
toon leaders we orossed the liridge that --was spaDDed 'bT theoAVLB and 
headed north. 

!he 36 elements were in the lead tollowed 'bY' 26 and 16 elements. 
!ale 36 elements were instruoted to recon 8Y' tire atter rounding the 
ourve and it triggered a Viet Cong ambush. The vehicles immediatelY' 
deploy-ed lett and right, each vehiole la.ying a base at tire, with 26 
elements pushing to the lead vehiclo to Qar.l'7 tne seriously wounded 
to a Dust-ott 16d loonted in a. olEll'llring on the othe side at the 
bridge. Elements: at Troop C were in' oho.rge at securing the Dwlt
otf position and Du.st-O£t prooeeded as dirooted. 

Thai is all I remember o£ that oertain da7 tor I was in the DUst
, Off Area. va1 tins for a Dus-:t;-ott tor I had 'been wounded IIl7selt • 

\ 

. - , " .~.... ~" .... 

. I.e/. ALFRED J. CORRERIA 
"It 1 ALFRED J. CORREEW. 

sen E5 Troop B 
let Sqcln 4th cav 
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.J4.;J!tr..i Ol!~ iiIGii;I •• Y 13 
30 Juno 66 ~~T 725030 

. ~roo~l :il weft cOllductiDJ ..... n .:I.reo. reconnaissilllc~ north on H:i;ll\ofuy 13 
in 3in!1. Lo:l.; ~rov;.nce, alol1~ \·dt.i Trc!.Ip C Q,nJ el~l:Ints of tb(; 1st 

" 

~rooj? il was 1e.:.ldin~ t~e nmored cclUl.ln t'.nd r\:co.lnilV; "oJy firo 
t;:, t::L il~nks. ..t a:_i!roxitlo.tely 0930 hours tho head of the coluUAl 
cressed the CaIl Lc (GolJOll Gt~tc.. Drid;c) AT724013 and W:l.S ilJl;.edi~tclY' 
fir ... .! u~::·..;n by c.n undetcruincc nlDb(;r of Viet Coni~. The v .. luw\) CJi fi .... o 
i:lc .... ~_-.s~d as tll\O l ... aJ eleuollts returned fir\l. ~~t this tiw..;: the tr .• c:, 
cO:'~ • .ic.ndc;r estiiJ;':' .. tco. that tha colU!ln hc.J tri1;~erE:d ~ Viet Con1 cj;l~ush 
oJf l·c:;i.contL.l size. 'r-htl tr';0:i.) COLl. t'.ud\:r, Lieutcnt·.nt Flores, iWl:.lc;lic.tely 
inf..,rilcd t:·IV squr.dron COaJ:"lMc.vr who \.,~s air bornE# c.t thu time of ti.10 
I7:ll':';1Y o.:.:~.'ush. 

E\O~llWbil~ tho trt,ol? JQ11o:re·d into defeil·sive ~iositiuns by st.':..~.~:.r.{; 
vu>iclos to c.'l;:l1;.l~ thcu 1o f:l.l"o on "oJoth sides of th\O cCIilb-.t c.rc.:a. .~t 
·;;~is t:i!::o th~ hcr~j vi' thu ... ·colucn Wc.s recE:ivin!~ ht;c.vy r{:coiless wor:.j?ons 
fi .... e c.n~ th~ 3d ~latoon w~s ~e~vill en3o.3ed. 

~h.) squo.c'l.rlJn CO&;':ilandcr iuDoc1ia.tely co.lled in T.~C ,,:.ir and friendly 
~rti1l~~y fire, ou both sidos vf th~ ~~worcd colucn, and at tho s~~o 
title c':.tl. ,itt e·": troop C into b;:'.ttly. "'hu 3d platoon had at this tiDe 
s\!ii'or~c.'!. ::lodoro.tc c:::.su::.ltios ::.nd ·''''018 quickly reinforced ".Jy th~ t.:1.11!tS 
froll t~. \; 1st, 2d c.nd 3J j,)l ...... toc.:ls • 

... 11 ~; l~toons r.::~._.rt~d lH:.:lYy contc.ct on both :flanks and tl\" tr J O?S 
wor" inilictin; hec.vy cc..suultivs on tae Viet Cong, who by this tiuo 
ouc.:',W17: clisor:;c,niz(';u undor 'heavy firo from tho ist Squadron, 4th 
Cc.vG.lry el(:l.l17:nts. 

~s the b·a·~·n.:; ;oroiSresscd, thrvU;3b-lut the: iiiornin3 the 75' s - 57 
ruccil~ss riflGs hnd dostroyo~ 1 tc.nk and knocked out 2 others. 2n~y 
laortcr i'ir~ hc~J also knuckcC':. out 3 • .1'C· s auJ. at this tiIile th~ cc.suc.lties 
lolcrc; irlu~:li:.ltoly ElVo.cuutod t~ tho rec.r of th.:: culUtln... 'xhrc.ushout tI1:i.s 
C;v~cuc.tion t~crc were countless ~cts of hcroisu. In uost cases indiV1-
~~~l cr\Ows wuuldabandon tae~~ d~str~yed v~hiclos to continue tdtll the 
b~t~lc, or continued fi3htin3 on th"5round with their inJividu~l 
\'luc.:;ons. ! 

'lhv bc.ttlo continue.:1 tl1rouJhout the d:V for six hours.. .~ftcr the 
Viet CO&1,3 n~c:. ul·ek",n cvnt::-..ct C.llC, r~trer.:.to:::' into the heavy ele;ho.ut 
~Tc-..SS ~l;:;' jun.:~lo ;;-.:..~;;,;:::.. thu c:sti;·l=,.1;ed Viet Conl body count was ";v~l 
cvc:r 3C~. ldllod in .;.ction CYl": s .. vuro.l wounded :i.,risoncrs c&j?turecl. 
~;lcru ~·l ... r.:: countless ullalY wec.>ons cn~tured, to include several 
75.u:l.l\d :57 r\,;c·;,;il~ss riflos, ~czGns of :).utoLlo.tic wc:a,.,ons end vc:..ri.Jus 
t;yic:s ;J£ s::.all :::.riJS an·"1 W:l:"lUlu.t_.(.n. 

·.::h" urLl0r\,;d ccluoJn rwnilloJ ::.t th~s sc",ne of bi:.ttle for the U;J:tt 
";"VI o .... 7s o,nl! continuuJ tos\;;c.rch fer th<: oncey. ·,J·e foun·j s~v~r~l 
s~1~11ol'l ;l·~V(;S nnl eviJonco t!l~t sev.;;rnl wounded Vi\;;t ConJ h,,:d !> ... \In 
C .. l';;,·j.\O<~ off (1urin.,; tho b~t·'·lu. 
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30 JU~l\; 65 ::T725030 

(C01:TIlm.a:.u) 

..... f·I:; ... 1' throe or f . .Iur dr.ys of sl,,;~rchin:5 th.:.. nrillor",.~ cl..,lucn r.;;tur41od 
t~ ...;., :':'OC, r~fitt(,;d anu r,,"~l"'illl:l ~llu waitt/u 'f()r thl:; npxt Llissi ... n. 
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I. /', ·-rT···O~'-·· ..., . D~·;"·1'7 1.8,··- J .. , _ .•.• iJ _ .. .... J.u 
.It/.J7i~OliY S ilOIU.:j 

lSG, Troop ~ 
1st S.:.Jn, 4th Cc.v 
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